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Smith Memorial NEWS 

PASTOR REPORT:  COVID AND CHRISTMAS AT SMPC 

As of this writing, Covid infections 
continue to climb all across the country 
with each week in the past month 
reaching new record levels of daily 
infections.  Although the death rate is 
lower than it was in April, it is still 
significant.  Yesterday, I lost another 
person who attended my former church 
in North Carolina from Covid.  This 
death should not have happened.  We still 

need to take this pandemic seriously.  

The CDC has recently put out a statement regarding the risk 
of virus spread during holiday celebrations.  They advise that 
Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations are safest when 
they are done online or with members of your own 
household. 

As much as I would love for us to be together in our 
sanctuary, it is just not worth the risk when we have the 
technologies to connect online or by phone.  Yes, there is 
something special about meeting inside our beautiful 
sanctuary.  But, it is also important to remember that the 
church is not the building, but the people.  And, we, as the 
people of the church, are still doing a great job of being the 
church through your calls, your prayers, your letters, your 
special acts of service, and your worship and studies in your 
respective “house churches.”  We are learning and being 
reminded like the early church in the New Testament that 
being followers of Jesus does not necessarily require the 
structure of the Temple. 

Sadly, traditional Christmas Eve programming and services 
will not be feasible for our congregation.  Covid-19 remains a 
serious danger and over 70% of our congregation falls in the 
high-risk category of developing severe symptoms or death if 
they get infected.  

As with Holy Week and Easter, there will be considerable 
grief about physically distanced celebrations of Advent and 
Christmas.  I get that.  I understand that.  And, we need to 
acknowledge these feelings of sadness and grief.  Now, while 
we recognize the reality that Christmas cannot be celebrated 
in the same ways that we have done in the past, the Session 
sees this as an opportunity to explore alternative ways to 
rejoice in the birth of Christ.  We can move from lament to 
creativity.  Thus, we are looking forward to some exciting 

alternatives that might help our Christmas celebrations be 
m e a n i n g f u l  i n  n e w  w a y s . 
 

One of my favorite traditions for Christmas Eve is lighting 
candles and singing Silent Night.  It just doesn’t seem like 
Christmas without that practice.  The Session and Worship 
Team thinks that we can still do this safely in a creative way.  
Thus, what we have decided is that we will do a full 
prerecorded Christmas Eve worship service online with an 
inspiring sermon, prayers and lots of special music.  But we 
will also have 3 opportunities on Christmas Eve in which 
people can come to the church parking lot to celebrate.  On 
Christmas Eve, we will host three gatherings in which people 
can come and stand next to their cars, hear the scripture 
reading from Luke over a loud speaker, share in some 
prayers, and then sing Silent Night together wearing our 
masks while holding our own candles or flashlights. (We 
have a bring your own light source policy – which may 
include battery operated candles, cell phones, flashlight, or 
glow-stick).  These 10-15 minute in-person parking lot 
gatherings will be at 3:00, 7:00, and 8:00 pm. It will be short, 
s i m p l e ,  s w e e t  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l .  
Of course, this will all be weather permitting and whether or 
not there will be any new safety restrictions due to covid. We 
expect that at the very least, we will still need to be very 
careful in our interactions.  So, as much as you might love to 
walk around and hug people on Christmas Eve in our 
parking lot, we ask that you refrain from doing so.  Please 
keep your masks on at all times and stay at least six feet away 
from other households. We can fit 30 total cars for each 
service when we park every other space to maintain social 
distance.  So, in order to help us know the approximate 
number of cars to expect, please call the church at 503-667-
6800 or indicate online at http://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/VXR37KX which candle-lighting service you might attend. 
If you are able, we hope that you can join us on that special 
evening whether online or in-person. 

Note: A worship bulletin and lyrics to “Silent Night” will be 
available on our website and through a link in our weekly 
email.  We are also planning on having a live-streaming feed 
of these parking lot services using our church Facebook 
page.  So, be sure to check us out on Facebook if you would 
like as well. 

           Grace and peace, Pastor Brad 
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Goins, Brent, Kandace, 
Bailey, Devlan & Mason  
Gover, Tim & Brianna 
Granberg, Kristi 
Greenhalgh, Christine 
Greenhalgh, Lisa 
Grider, Grant & Barbara 
Grimes, Gary 
Grina, Sylvia 
Gustafson, Eric 
Gustafson, Hannah 
Gustafson, Leah 
Gustafson, Nancy 
Gustafson, Sherry 
Hall, Velma 
Heine, Robert 
Heine, Sally 
Hermance, Ruth 
Holland, Mack, Carlien, 
James & Grace 
Hopkins, Rosemary 
Hough, Roger, Janet, 
Jordan & Madelyn 
Huff, Jamie, Kristen 
& Charlie 
Hyde, Amanda Rene 
Hyde, Dave & Jacki 
Jones, Carla                                            
Jones, Emily                                            
Jones, Ruth                                             
Kenway, Geoffrey                                        

Kindel, Morris, LeeAnne & 
Cecil                                           
Foley, Taylor & LauraLee 
Lagerstrom, Joe, Melanie, 
Eric & Elise                                         
Lee, Del                                                
Lindstrom, Kristoffer, Jenya 
& Juniper                                       
Lintner, Barbara                                        
Marker, Steven                                          
Matchner-Marlow, Grace                                  
Mayhew, Fred                                            
Mbock, Laurence                                         
McAlevy, Ian & Jacque                
McIntyre, Ken, Kristen, Nick 
& Cash                                           
McSpadden, Elijah                                       
Miller, Ed, Diane, Raymond 
& Cameron                                              
Mitchell, Bob                                           
Mitchell, Julie                                       

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Congregational Giving through November 2 was $155,105.  
Total Budgeted Income was $166,334 and Total Budgeted 
Expenses were $150,259.  Per Capita Giving for 2020 is 
$2,543. The Peacemaking Offering is $150. 
 
 

Submitted by Gary Grimes 

SMPC DAILY PRAYER LIST 

These times are tough for many people.  The Deacons have 
a fund to offer some limited help to both church members 
and people in our community.  The Deacon Assistance 
Fund is intended to be a means of assistance during a time 
of crisis or other hardship. If you would like to apply for 
assistance, please call or email Sonja Flener at 
dsflener@msn.com or 503-709-4314.  Simply provide a 
brief explanation of your need and a committee of three 
deacons will review the application.  Your request will be 
considered in relation to our established deacon policies, the 
amount of money currently available in our fund, and 
balanced with the other needs that we know about in our 
community. 

DO YOU NEED FINANCIAL  
ASSISTANCE OR OTHER HELP? 

1  Larry Benson 

4  Denise Danielson 

6  Laszlo Pomazi 

6  Tom Shaw 

7  Scott Ferris 

9  Lauralee Kindel 

11 Diane Kelley 

14 Charlee  

14 Mattie  

15 Fred Erickson 

19 Bob Boughton 

23 Velma Hall 

24 Ron Emch 

25 Bobbie Tallent 

30 Devlan  

30 Gary Grimes 

1   Julie Smith 
5   Donna Huntley 
5   Bailey G. 
8   Diane Miller 
10 Sherie Sickels 
17 Maxine Stoffer 

17 Jacque McAlevy 
20 Vera Grasser 
22 Barbara Grider 
25 Brad Busiek 
25 Jo Callister 
31 Sherre Barnett 

November: 
14 Tim & Briana (Danielson) Gover 
December: 
18 Jim & Tricia Aynes 

SMPC is still able to donate pies 
to SnowCap this year although 
in a different manner!  Thank 
you to LeeAnne Kindel for 
helping me pick up the pies at 
Costco and thank you to all who 

donated funds so we could continue this valuable ministry!    

 
 
 
 

Submitted by Norma Web 

THANKSGIVING PIES 

mailto:dsflener@msn.com
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An online social gathering for the Outriggers is being 
planned for Thursday, December 10 at 2:00 pm via 
ZOOM.  This is a time for all those in the Outriggers to 
catch up with one another and say "hi."  People can ac-
cess this gathering with either your regular phone (audio 
only) or with a computer/smartphone (audio and video). 

To participate in this gathering on your computer or 
smart phone, simply click on the following link: 

h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 8 4 3 1 3 7 7 1 0 2 8 ?
pwd=Rk5JZm5waTdoQTBOWVVrbmhidHJKQT09 

To participate in this gathering using a regular phone, 
please call any of the following phone numbers, and 
then type in the Meeting ID and passcode: 

253-215-8782 
408-638-0968  
669-900-6833 

Meeting ID: 843-1377-1028 
Passcode: 1890 

OUTRIGGERS SOCIAL HOUR 

One of the four major 
special collections of 
our denomination is the 
Christmas Joy Offering, 
which is usual ly 
received on Christmas 
Eve.  The Offering 
distributes gifts equally 
to the Assistance 
Program of the Board 
of Pensions and to 
Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges 
equipping communities 
of color. The Assistance Program provides critical financial 
support to church workers and their families. Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges provide education and leadership 
development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This 
has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.  
Thank you for always being so generous and supportive of 
all the special offerings.  

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

This has been an interesting and unique year for 
everybody.  Schedules needed to be adjusted, and 
plans needed to change. The presbytery requires that 
every pastor have 4 weeks of vacation and 2 weeks of 
continuing education per year. 

As it is related to time off for the pastor, much of 
Pastor Brad’s vacation and continuing education weeks 
has needed to be delayed in order to continue to guide 
the congregation through these challenging times.  
Going into November, Pastor Brad has 2 weeks of 
continuing education and 2 weeks of vacation left for 
the year. 

Pastor Brad is also working on a long 30-page research 
paper to write for his Doctorate of Ministry Program that is due on December 1.  This paper is about developing a 
proposal for the organizational health and adaptive capacity of Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church in a post-covid 
world.  There is a lot to process and reflect upon.  Thus, the Session has granted 
Pastor Brad a mini-sabbatical in which he will take consecutive weeks off at the 
end of November, November 12 though December 1.  This would be three 
Sundays off in a row with two weeks of continuing education and one week of 
vacation.  (He will take the remaining week of vacation after Christmas.) 

The Session and Personnel team think this will be a blessing for all of us for him 
to have this time to study, reflect, and re-energize. 

 

MINI-SABBATICAL FOR PASTOR BRAD:  NOV 12—DEC 1 

Guest Preachers  

Nov 15 – Jed Noles 

Nov 22 – Geoff Kenway 

Nov 29 – Jennie Spencer 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84313771028?pwd=Rk5JZm5waTdoQTBOWVVrbmhidHJKQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84313771028?pwd=Rk5JZm5waTdoQTBOWVVrbmhidHJKQT09
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Even though we are not meeting in person, our church is 
still doing a lot of ministry and we need your support.  If 
you are able, we especially ask you to consider mailing a 
check to the church or making an online payment.   

You can mail checks to: 

S m i t h  M e m o r i a l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h 
PO Box 69, Fairview, OR 97024 

For those who do online banking, you can also give to the 
church through “Bill Pay.” Here are some guidelines to 
help you get this set up with your bank:  

+ Follow the directions on your own bank’s website to set 
up a new bill or payee. 

+ If given a choice, choose to pay a company rather than 

a person. In the space for "company name," enter: 

   Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church 

+ In the space for "company address," enter:  

        PO Box 69, Fairview, OR 97024 

+ In the space for “company phone number,” enter: 

(503) 667-6800. 

+ An account number is not required 

+ After you have set up Smith Memorial Presbyterian 
Church as a biller, it is added to your list of bills or payees 
and you can select it at any time and enter a payment 
amount and a payment date.  

+ You will also have the option of setting up automatic or 
recurring payments. 

Your bank will then mail a check to church free of charge.  
And, your offering will be counted and recorded as 
normal.  Thank you for your support. 

GIVING TO THE CHURCH 

WORSHIP ONLINE 

Our worship services are uploaded to the internet by 
8:30 am on Sunday mornings.  To watch our online 
worship service, go to our church’s webpage at 
www.smithmemorialpres.org.  If you don’t have internet 
and would like a DVD of the service, please contact 
Pastor Brad at 503-539-3277. 

On November 1, we took time in our All Saints Day 
Worship service to remember those church members who 
died in the past year. Let us give thanks to God for the 
following people who now cheer us on from heaven.  

ALL SAINTS DAY REMEMBRANCE 

Once again we are collecting new socks and 
underwear to donate to SnowCap families.  
They are in need of adult and children’s 
sizes.  If you would like to donate, please 
bring them to the church during the Food 
Box Ministry on Saturdays from 11:00am to 
1:00pm during November and December 
and we will have a donation box where you 
can safely drop off items from your car.  
Contact Norma Ruble with any questions! Thank you! 

Bob Collmer 

Marie Stone 

Harry Sickels Anah Bufton 

SOCK & UNDERWEAR TREE 

http://www.smithmemorialpres.org
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Dear friends of Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church, 

This year has been so different, but we have also continued 
to make a difference in people’s lives.  In a time when 
people are undergoing so much disruption in their lives, we 
have encouraged them with the love of Christ.  In a time, 
when there is so much division, we have promoted a 
unifying vision in Jesus.  

One of the ways that we have expanded the church’s 
ministry to this world is through our enhanced presence 
online.  Some of our stewardship dollars have helped to 
purchase extra advertising to “boost” our recorded worship 
services that target people in the five zipcodes around us.  
One of the more recent comments from somebody in 
these zipcodes who has newly come across our worship 
videos said this: 

“Thank you for the words, the songs, the stories and the love and 
encouragement. This is truly beautiful…. I am facing some giants [in 
my life] as you mentioned, but these words do give me hope and they 
give me the insight to face things knowing that Jesus is here, right here 
for us by the power of his Holy Spirit. Thank you.” 

We have also been serving our community hands-on by 
providing food boxes every Saturday in partnership with 
residents from Fairview Oaks/Wood and the city of 
Fairview.  We have continued Bible Studies with five 
different ZOOM meeting groups.  Our deacons are making 
regular phone calls with people who are not online. And, 
we are providing pastoral care to many people who are in 
need throughout our community. 

Your generosity has helped fund so many ministries in 

which we are making a difference in 
people’s lives.  We could not have 
thrived in 2020 without you and how 
God has been working in your heart. 

We hope that we can gather again soon in 2021 and 
continue to expand and enhance our ministries.  This past 
year, our overhead costs did go down with lesser use of the 
building.  But, we do expect in 2021 that our overhead 
costs will go back up to more normal levels.  We cannot 
wait to see you again in person when it is safe to do so, and 
we hope that we can build even stronger relationships with 
one another, with God, and with our ever-expanding 
community. 

We would like to ask you to prayerfully consider making a 
pledge for the budget year 2021. 

These pledges not only help us to plan ministries for the 
future, but they also serve as a spiritual practice for you to 
engage in a commitment of generosity.  This commitment 
to generosity is a part of what it means to follow Jesus and 
to mature in God’s love. 

So, join us in supporting the work of the body of Christ.  
Please cut out and return this 2021 pledge card by mail to 
the church (PO Box 69; Fairview, OR 97024) or fill out a 
pledge card online at www.surveymonkey.com/
r/8W878PH anytime in the month of November.   

May God’s peace be with you,    The SMPC Session 
 
Class of 2020: Geoff Kenway, Tom Shaw, Jane Bohnstedt, 
Walt Bohnstedt 
Class of 2021: Berni Mueller, Vernon Poe 
Class of 2021: Janet Emch, Steve Marker 
 

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PLEDGE CARD FOR 2021 

Please cut out and return this 2021 pledge card by mail to Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church (PO Box 69; Fair-

view, OR 97024) or fill out a pledge card online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/8W878PH anytime in the month of 

November. 

  

NAME(S)________________________________________________________ 
  

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________ 
  

CITY _______________________ STATE _______________ ZIP __________ 
  

PHONE _____________________ EMAIL ____________________________ 

  

  

Financial Stewardship Commitment for 2021 
  

Grateful for God’s love in Jesus Christ, I (we) make the following commitment to support the mission of 

the church through our congregation. 
  

       $___________  per    week   month   year    other __________ 
(This commitment may be increased or decreased due to changing circumstances) 
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Monthly Class – Wednesdays at 4:00 pm: 

Nov 11 – Session 2: Know Yourself That You May Know God 

Dec 2 – Session 3: Going Back in Order to Go Forward 

Sunday Morning Class – at 8:45 am: 

Nov 1 – Session 5: Enlarge Your Soul Through Grief and Loss 

Nov 8 – Session 6: Discover the Rhythms of The Daily Office and Sabbath 

Dec 6 – Session 7: Grow into An Emotionally Mature Adult 

Dec 13 – Session 8: Go the Next Step To Develop a “Rule Of Life” 

Wednesday Morning Class – at 10:15 am: 

Nov 4 – Session 5: Enlarge Your Soul Through Grief and Loss 

Nov 11 – Session 6: Discover the Rhythms of The Daily Office and Sabbath 

Dec 2 – Session 7: Grow into An Emotionally Mature Adult 

Dec 9 – Session 8: Go the Next Step To Develop a “Rule Of Life” 

Trial Class – at 7:00 pm: 

Dec 8 – Session 7: Grow into An Emotionally Mature Adult 

Dec 15 – Session 8: Go the Next Step To Develop a “Rule Of Life” 

EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY SPIRITUALITY CLASS SCHEDULES 

We need people to register for a short Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, Dec 6th. In order to fulfill some legal 
requirements, we need to have an official meeting of the 
congregation to elect members of our Nominating 
Committee.  Both Oregon Law, the Presbyterian Church 
USA, and Roberts Rules of Order allow for virtual board 
meetings.  In order for our congregational meeting to meet 
legal requirements for a quorum, we need to have at least 26 
church members participate. 

If you are able to attend a 15 minute virtual congregational 
meeting through ZOOM on Sunday, December 6 from 9:45 
to 10:00 am to vote on members of our Nominating 
Committee, please register here - https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/VFZVRJS 

It is important to register so that we know that we have at 

least 26 people who will be attending. 

This meeting is accessible via computer/smart phone or 
using a regular phone line. 

To participate in this gathering on your computer or 
smartphone, simply click on the following link: 

h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 8 2 9 9 1 1 2 6 6 3 8 ?
pwd=N3hzUmVubmdtS0tvNSt0ajgvUFZzZz09 

To participate in this gathering using your regular phone, 
please call any of the following numbers, and then dial the 
meeting ID and passcode: 

408-638-0968 

669-900-6833 

253-215-8782 

Meeting ID: 843-1377-1028 

Passcode: 1890 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:45am EHS 
9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 

2 3 4 
10:15am EHS 

5 
8:00pm Parents 
Group Online 
Meeting 

6 
 

7 
11:00am 
Food Box 
Ministry 

8 
8:45am EHS 
9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 

9 
 
 
 

10 
7:00pm  
Session  
Meeting 
Online 

11 
10:15am EHS 
4:00pm EHS 

12 

 
13 
 

14 
11:00am 
Food Box 
Ministry 

15 
9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

 

18 
10:10 Bible 
Study Online 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
11:00am 
Food Box 
Ministry 

22 
9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
10:10 Bible 
Study Online 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
11:00am 
Food Box 
Ministry 

29 

9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 

30 
 

     

Our food box ministry is going extremely well!  Smith Memorial 
Presbyterian Church has been partnering with the City of Fairview, 

the Sunshine Division, and residents 
of Fairview Oaks/Woods Apartment 
Complex  to  coordina te  the 
distribution of Food Boxes to people in need in east Multnomah County  The food is being 
distributed in the parking lot of the church every Saturday during the cold and wet months 
of October to February.  We can serve about 75 families per Saturday from 11:00 AM to 
1:00 PM - until the food runs out.  If you have not seen our promo video about this 
ministry, please check it out - https://youtu.be/1L5eEoyW2os 

FOOD BOX MINISTRY AT OUR CHURCH 

Pastor Brad is on Mini-Sabbatical 
November 12—December 1 

https://youtu.be/1L5eEoyW2os
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
10:15 EHS 
4:00pm EHS 

3 
8:00pm Parents Group Online 
Meeting 
 

4 
 

5 
11:00am 
Food Box  
Ministry 

6 
8:45am EHS 
9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 

7 
 
 
 

8 
7:00pm  
Session  
Meeting 
Online 

9 
10:15 EHS 

10 

8:00pm Parents Group Online 
Meeting 

11 
 
 
 

12 
11:00am 
Food Box  
Ministry 

13 
8:45am EHS 
9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 

14 
 

15 
 
 

 
 

16 
10:10 Bible 
Study  

17 
8:00pm Parents Group Online 
Meeting 

18 
 

19 
11:00am 
Food Box  
Ministry 

20 
9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
10:10 Bible 
Study  

24 
 

25 
 

26 
11:00am 
Food Box  
Ministry 

27 

9:45am  
Pre-Worship Passing the Peace 
10:00am Worship Service Online 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
10:10 Bible 
Study  

31 
 

  

Watch anytime a full 
Christmas Eve Service 
online.  And, come to 
one of  our short 
parking lot gatherings 
to sing Silent Night 
together at 3:00, 7:00, 
and 8:00 pm 

C
h

ri
st

m
a

s 
D

a
y
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Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church 
2420 NE Fairview Avenue 
Mailing:  PO Box 69 
Fairview, OR 97024-0069 

SMITH MEMORIAL 
Presbyterian Church 

2420 NE Fairview Avenue 
Mailing:  PO Box 69 

Fairview, OR 97024-0069 

Contact us:  503-667-6800 Fax:  503-667-9517 
E-mail:  smpc@smithmemorialpres.org 

Website: SmithMemorialPres.org 
Facebook.com/SmithMemorialPres 

Church Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. Brad Busiek 
Youth Director: Jed Noles 
Bookkeeper: Fred Mayhew 
Custodians: Ellean Mickels & Jeff Roundtree 

Newsletter: Janet Emch  
NEWS articles are due by 14th of the month 


