
COVID 19 AND CHURCH ACTIVITIES UPDATE 7-29-2020 
 
Online Worship Service every Sunday 
You may access our worship service through our website, facebook page, or youtube channel.  New 
worship services are uploaded by 8:00 am on Sunday mornings 
 
Zoom Passing of the Peace on Sunday mornings, 9:45 am to 10:00 am  
Email or text Pastor Brad for ZOOM link at bradbusiek@yahoo.com or 503-539-3277 
 
Zoom Bible Study on Wednesdays 10-11 
Email or text Pastor Brad for ZOOM link at bradbusiek@yahoo.com or 503-539-3277 
 
Parent’s Zoom Happy Hour Thursday 7-8 
Email or text Pastor Brad for ZOOM link at bradbusiek@yahoo.com or 503-539-3277 
 
Children’s Zoom Theater Camp + Aug 3-7 
Email or text Pastor Brad for ZOOM link at bradbusiek@yahoo.com or 503-539-3277 
 
Food Pantry for Fairview Residents 
Fridays at the Church Parking Lot between 3:00 to 4:00 pm 
 
Financial Help 
Fairview Residents and/or people who have participated in church activities 
Call or email Sonja Flener at dsflener@msn.com or 503-709-4314 
 
Weddings /Funerals 
Email or text Pastor Brad at bradbusiek@yahoo.com or 503-539-3277 
 
Phone calls and visits with people who are lonely, hurting, or need a listening ear 
Email or text Pastor Brad at bradbusiek@yahoo.com or 503-539-3277 
 
Online Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Course through ZOOM (Oct/Nov) 
Email or text Pastor Brad for ZOOM link at bradbusiek@yahoo.com or 503-539-3277 
 
NO INDOOR GATHERINGS AT THE CHURCH, EXCEPT: 
+ Preparing and Pre-Recording Worship Services 
+ Bookkeeping Duties 
+ Food Pantry Duties 
+ Cleaning 
Note: Everyone must wear a mask indoors unless you are being recorded singing, reading, or preaching 
for worship and there is no other audience besides the one operating the camera.  
 
NO OUTDOOR GATHERINGS AT THE CHURCH, EXCEPT: 
+ Official Volunteers who are masked and distributing Food from the Pantry in the parking lot 
+ Yard work where people are masked and at least 10 feet apart 
+ One on one conversations where people are masked and at least 10 feet apart 
+ In Phase 2, this may be amended 



BACKGROUND 
The Session is still monitoring when it might be good to open our building for public gatherings.  
Our official operation status is that we continue to be “open” and active, but we are choosing 
out of love for our community to not risk hosting any indoor gatherings until further notice.  
 
Although you may have heard about a few churches in our area that have started to host “live” 
worship services, most churches in our area are still operating “online” only.  And, there are many 
reasons why this is the case. 
 
The virus is still active and spreading in our area.  For some people there are no symptoms, but 
for others it can be dangerous and deadly.  First and foremost, we care about the health and well-
being of our members and our community.  We want to err on the side of caution. 
We not only have guidance from the health department of the State of Oregon, the CDC, and our 
denomination, we also have guidance from our Insurance Carrier that we need to consider.  There 
are liability issues and potential risks that we need to weigh. 
 
We also need to consider what having an indoor worship service might practically look like with 
our specific congregation at Smith Memorial Presbyterian if we really conducted ourselves in a 
way that takes seriously the recommendations of health experts.  
 
Currently, Multnomah County is in Phase 1.  This limits gatherings to 25 people or fewer with 
proper social distancing and the encouragement for anybody in the “high-risk group for severe 
illness” to still say home. 
 
The CDC has published a guide for Communities of Faith.  In this guide, the CDC states that “While 
social distancing remains in place and until a reliable treatment or prevention is available, the 
CDC continues to advise Faith Communities to provide alternative forms of worship online for 
those who are at high-risk for severe illness from COVID-19.”  The CDC defines high-risk as any 
person in one of the following categories: 

a) People 65 years and older 

b) People who live in a nursing home or long-term care facility 

c) People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma 

d) People who have serious heart conditions 

e) People who are immunocompromised 

f) People with severe obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 40 or higher) 

g) People with diabetes 

h) People with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis 

i) People with liver disease 

j) People feeling ill 

k) People who think they might have been exposed to the coronavirus 

l) People who might be of high risk of exposing others. 



In looking at our congregation at Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church, 78% of those who come 
to our worship service are 65 years or older.  Plus, we have some people who are under 65 that 
fall into one of those other “high risk for severe illness” categories.  This leaves us with very few 
leaders, volunteers, and participants for an indoor worship service.  
 
Furthermore, if we were to have an indoor worship service, it won’t be the same worship service 
that you are used to.  It is required that everyone where masks – even the people who are 
preaching and singing. And, it is recommended that there is no singing whatsoever.  (Singing 
inside an enclosed space is one of the most dangerous ways to spread the virus.) 
 
Other rules and recommendations include: leave all doors and windows open for air circulation; 
tape walking paths on the floor; remove frequently touched objects such as bulletins, hymnals, 
and collection baskets; no hugging, handshaking, or touching people outside your family; no 
refreshments or potluck lunches; and people would have to make reservations in advance and 
leave their contact info for us to follow-up with them in case they are exposed. 
 
Furthermore, with social distancing of 6 feet in our sanctuary, that means that people can only 
sit every third pew – not every other pew.  This further limits how many people can fit in our 
sanctuary.  When we move up to Phase 2, there is an allowance for up to 50 “low-risk” people 
indoors, but the fine print says that this is only if your space can hold 35 square feet per person.  
With the dimensions of our sanctuary, that means that only 28 “low-risk” people can gather 
safely in our sanctuary – even in Phase 2.  According to the Oregon Department of Health: “Large 
gatherings and events are not possible until a reliable treatment or prevention is available. As a 
result, these are cancelled or significantly modified through at least September.” 
 
So, there is a lot to consider in the interim.  Please know that our Session is in full discussion 
about all of this, but at the moment, they feel that continuing to offer online worship services 
and connecting with people over the phone is the best way for us to love God and love our 
neighbors at this particular time. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GIVING TO THE CHURCH 

 
Even though we are not meeting in person, our church is still doing a lot of ministry and we need your 
support.  If you are able, we especially ask you to consider mailing a check to the church or making an 
online payment.   
 
You can mail checks to: 
 
Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 69 
Fairview, OR 97024 
 
 
For those who do online banking, you can also give to the church through “Bill Pay.” Here are some 
guidelines to help you get this set up with your bank:  
 
+ Follow the directions on your own bank’s website to set up a new bill or payee. 
 
+ If given a choice, choose to pay a company rather than a person. 
  
+ In the space for "company name," enter: 
   Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church 
 
+ In the space for "company address," enter:  
        PO Box 69 
        Fairview, OR 97024 
 
+ In the space for “company phone number,” enter: 
(503) 667-6800. 
 
+ An account number is not required 
 
+ After you have set up Smith Memorial Presbyterian Church as a biller, it is added to your list of bills or 
payees and you can select it at any time and enter a payment amount and a payment date.  
 
+ You will also have the option of setting up automatic or recurring payments. 
 
 
Your bank will then mail a check to church free of charge.  And, your offering will be counted and recorded 
as normal.  Thank you for your support. 


